


CEDAR VALLEY ROCKS AND MINERALS SOCIETY
CEDAR RAPIDS, IOWA
This corporation is organized for the purpose of studying the earth sciences of mineralogy,

geology, and the arts of lapidary and Gemology. We were organized on June 12, 1951, in-
corporated on June 21, 1956, as a non-profit organization.

OFFICERS
President  Jack Bevauns 2011 Northgate Dr. N.E. Cedar Rapids, IA 365-9365
Vice Pres. Roger Dabler 6102 Underwood Ave. S.W. Cedar Rapids, IA 396-3406
Secretary Helen Troxel 1438 Prairie Dr. N.E. Cedar Rapids, IA 365-3451
Treasurer Marian Peters 1475 - 24th Street Marion, IA 377-2839
Liaison Fran Bates 2739 - 2nd Ave. S.E. Cedar Rapids, IA 366-6012
Editor Leslie Blin 505 - 5th Avenue Marion, IA 377-3339

BOARD MEMBERS

Term ends:

Dec. 1979 Don Bates 2739 - 2nd Ave. Cedar Rapids, IA 366-6012
Dec. 1980 Skinny Lutz Wiley Blvd & Rogers Rd. N.W. Cedar Rapids, IA 396-6194
Dec. 1981 Helen Shedenhelm 2111 Chandler St. S.W. Cedar Rapids, IA 365-3089
Immed. Past Pres. Larry DeSotel 247 Sussex Dr. N.E. Cedar Rapids, IA 377-1641

COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS

Membership Mary Dickens 551 = B30kh St SeEs Cedar Rapids, IA 363-7693
Hospitality Rosie Richardson  Route 1 Ely, IA 848-4040
Telephone/Publicity &

Sunshine Jackie Steiner 4406 Walker St. N.E. Cedar Rapids, IA 393-4152
Display Don Bates 2739 - 2nd Ave. Cedar Rapids, IA 366-6012
Supply Craig Simmons 2501 Falbrook Dr. N.E. Cedar Rapids, IA 393-0444
Librarian Edith & Jeff Nekola 800 - 25th St. N.E. Cedar Rapids, IA 363-9792
Historian Alice Brown 360 Tonga Dr. Hiawatha, IA 393-7193
Field Trips Rick Austin 440 - 10th St. Marion, IA 377-4741
Property Skinny Lutz Wiley Blvd & Rogers Rd. N.W. Cedar Rapids, IA 396-6194
Resource Materials Leslie Blin, Gladys Zobac & Jeff Nekola
Pebble Pups Sponsored by Club Members
Bulletin Staff:

Editor Leslie Blin 505 - 5th Avenue Marion, IA S=2559

Co-Editor Gladys Zobac 2101 - 0 Ave. N.W. Cedar Rapids, IA 396-0210

Illustrator Pat Blin 505 - 5th Avenue Marion, IA 377-3339

Printing Robert, Bobby, & Mike Blin 505 - 5th Avenue Marion, IA 377-3339

Assembling & Mailing The Blins, Jeff Nekola, Gladys Zobac and club members

MEMBERS are requested to contribute articles to be published in the bulletin. Articles
should be given to the Editor or Co-Editor by the FIRST of the month to be in that month's
bulletin. Articles may be reprinted if credit is given the author and the bulletin.

CLUB MEETINGS: Third Wednesday of each month except June, July & August (we have picnics
at parks) and December (2nd Saturday night is our Christmas Potluck
and Party).
7:30 PM at Linn County Rural Electric Cooperative Building at
999 - 35th St., Marion, Iowa.
BOARD MEETINGS: Fourth Wednesday of each month except June, July & August.
At place announced by the President. 7:30 PM.
CLUB DUES: Due and payable January 1 of each year. Deadline if March 1.
REGULAR MEMBERSHIP - $6.00 per adult couple; $4.00 per single adult;
$6.00 per family membership
JUNIOR or PEBBLE PUP - $3.00 (a member under 18 years of age)
ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIP - $4.00 per family (associate members will receive the
club bulletins but may not vote or hold office).
Persons joining during the year will pay dues to the nearest quarter.
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‘Wednesday, Oct. 17, 7:00 PM
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tn@ .

Program--“"Natural Dangers of the Earth® by Professor Garvin of Cornell
College.(the program will start at 7;00 pm. Don’t forget!)

REC building in Marion

BUSINESS meeting- Election for President and Vice-President (see the
nominating committee report)

Board meeting. The Beard voted to try having the Board meetings immed-
: iately following the regular heetings on the 3rd Wed.

All members are welcome to attend, you'll already be

there for the regular meetings.

HOSTS --The 1ist has been LOST!! If you signed the 1ist last month to
bring cookies this month please 40 so. Remember, this means
plus bringing cookies, you are HOSTS for the evening, Come
early, set up, help make drinks, stay and clean up afterward &
lock up. I you cant that evening find somecne to take your
place. (If you have the list, see that Ora Mae gets It)

DISPLAY TABLE- The "Gem of the Month® is Opal. This is the birthstone

for October, lets all bring opal specimens or jewelry

or something pretaining to opal. Is opal found in IOWA?

Also bring any other bragghng material you'd like,

OCTOBER EVENT- Sunday, October 28 -=9:00 am til 6:00 pm
Marion Community Center, 7th St. & LOGH AVe,, Marion, lowa

©2d] F@&?&%ﬁ% %@F Sorayppling of IR06)%8

(NO SELLING)

F@@@K Jhowmdls f@@m&@zw&@g

Come Jjoin your friends for a day of vigiting and fun. We'll have a
POTLUCK at_1:00 pm (No cookstove, but electrical outlets), COFFEE free
all day, SLIDE PROGRAMS will be presented in one room, we have reserved
the gym and two classrooms so will have plenty of room for all, Bring
a friend, your rocks, some food, your tall tales, vacation pictures and
come join the fun! Bring your swap tables, there are some tables but
maybe not enough° For more information call Roger Dabler -396-3406
Eastern Iowa clubs have been sent invitations, (Exchange Editorseee=e-
Consider this an invitation if you haven't recleved one yek, please
announce it at mour meetings.)

TR A anadies @y 0 A e PRI~ e
AN, RoeCRsiomns LELCOME!
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SECRETARYS BEPORT- SEPTEMBER MEETING

The wegular mecting of the Cedar VAlley Rocks and Mineral Soclety

was called to order on Sebtember 19, 1979 at 7:30 P.M. in the Marion
REC Building by Hoger Dabler, Acting President. The Secretary'’s minutes
of the called epecial Poard meeting on Sept. 12 were read and approved.

he TPeasurer’s report was read and approved. The profit from the Show
was given as #276.31 with cne bill absent .

A discussion sbout possible fleld trips the first weekend .of October -
accureq@ Jeff Nekola suggested a trip to Phetieplace Museum in Wauzekay
Wiscon$“and Helen Shedenhelm mentioned a possible invitation to Join
the Iowa City Club for a joint field trip to Braidwood and Coal City,
Illinios, to hunt fossils, 12 members indicated interest in Phetteplace.
Jim Dickens suggested that when more information from Jeff or Helen

is obtained that members be called.

Larry moved,it was second and carried that the Treasurer pay the MWF
the final payment ' of $i89.54, This is half of the monsy left in e&scrow
after the accountants bill was p&id. ) i Sty AR ‘ '

Don Bates was unnaminously e@lected as Show Chairman., He asked for
$200.00 deposit tec secure Hawkeye Downs for April 13-14 weekend, 1980.
So voted.

With Leslie Piin leading the discussfiion, it was declded to hold an
"01ld Fashioned Swap” at the Marion Community Center on Sunday,OCtober
28th, This will be & potluck meeting with NO SELLING allowed. The lowa
City Club will bhe invited.

The All American Merit Award trophy from AFMS was presented to our club
for "outstanding service to the community®. Fran Bates had coordinated
and submitted the Club’s list of achlevements.

Jeff Nekola vecieved 7th place award from AFMS and 3rd place award from
MWF contests for an article he wrote in Sept. 1978, entitled "Cedar
lapids, Rockhounds Paradise®, for the newsletter. Article submitted for
competition by newsletter editor, ILeslie Blin.

After adequate discussion, Don Bates moved that Board meetings be held
on the same night as the regular meeting, a thought coming from the
last B@ord meeting., The purpose is to shorten club business meet ?
to make Board meetings easily accessible to all members, and to utilize
on¥y one calendar night per 'month for the Board meetings. It is hoped
that the schedule might become somewhat like: Business meeting--7-7:30

Program-~7:30-7; Board meeting and Social hour---following end of program

Jim Dickens amended the orginal motion to add the words® that this
gchedule be congidered temporary until the By-laws could be prpperly

ammended. Both the ammendment and motion passed with one desenting vote.

Roger Dabler vesigned as Acting President with promise to appoint a
nominating committee to abtain a new President and Vice-President.

The “Braggers” of Brag Night" were Larry DeSotel, Jeff Nekola, Babe
Barnett, Don Pates, Alice Browm, Allen Weber, Wanda Derby, and Roger
Dabler.

Regpectfully submitted, Fran Bates, Acting Secretary

.
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SECRETARY'S REPORT -~ SEPT, BOARD MEETING

The Board meeting of the Cedar VAlley Rocks and Minerals Society was
held on September 25, 1979, at the home of Rogsr Dabler, With Roger
Dabler calling it %o order at 7:45 P.M. Board membsre present were
Roger Dabler, Ieslie Blin, Skimny Lutz, Marian Peters, Don Bates, and
other members present were Pat Dabler, Robert Blin, and Helen Lutz,

Alice Brown is regigning as Historian, Alberte Cray and Mary Dickens
were suggested as possible veplacemsnis., It wes slge suggested that

- Helen Troxel might like to collect the information for “Merit Awards®

Neve Abernathy is new “Sumshine Chairmen”, Roger Dabler is nomines for
President, Nominating Commititee of Bill Myers, Skinny Lutz, and Mary
Dickens suggested the following slate for Vice-President;Chuck Vyskoecil
Jim Dickens and Ridk Austin,

The last Show bill of 478,53 for tables and fan has been paid. Roger
is going to try to find a lses expensive toble rental for the 1980 Show

Don Bates, Show Chalrmsn, reported the following 1980 fees:at Hawkeye
Downs=-$200.00 a day, $100,00 move-in fee, and $30,00 insurance for the
éntire Show, Gas and electrioity will be additional.

Bills for $46,66 for paper & fluid and $19.50 for Stamps were submitted
by the newsletter editor, leslie Blin,and paid by the Treasurer.

A discussion ocourcd about the possibility of giving $25.00 to Science
Fair for general use rather that$l5.00 to first place and $10.,00 Secend
place Geology exhibits as in the past,

$60.00(at a rate of $5.00/month,beginning 0Ct; °78) for land use for the
club storage shed wos paid to Skinny Lutz,

No definite plans are yet available about Phetteplace Museum trip.

October 28, 1979, Sunday. "0ld-Fashioned Swap®. NO EXCHANGE OF MONEY) !
Don Bates moved, Skinny sceonded, and it was passed unnamiously that
the gym and two other rooms be rented at the Marionm Communibty Center,
700 10th Ave Mariom, be rented. Swap will began at 9:004M, wikll have a
potluck at 1;00 with coffee furnished, afs end at 6:00 PM, Slides will
be ordered from MWP library to show. and the following clubz will be
sent invitations: Iéwa City, Muscatbine, Sumsr, Waterloo, Davenport,
and Dubuque,

The temporary schedule will be oﬂ’the third Wednesday of each month;
regular meeting at 7:00 pm, wi%h program to follow(unless we have an
out-of-town guest which could make program at 7:00 pm) and Beard meet-

ing to follow tha®t, All members ave invited to attend all meetings,

A check wea sent for $189,.5% to MWF. Four remaining "appreciation' ¢
checks to clubs that helped us on the 1978 Midwest Federation Show were
belately placed in the mail,

The "Gem-of-the-Month® procedure begins in October. This will not necess-
arly be the birthstone of the month, lLet the Editor know if you wish to
select a "Gemlef-the-month®, Respectfully submitted,

Adjournment was moved at 9:00 pm  paggeg, Fab DAbler, ACting Secretary
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THE NOMINATING COMMITTEE REPORT:

The nominating commiites wishes to nominate the following:

For President - Roger Dabler

For Vice-Pre51dent - {(vote for one) Chuck Vyskocil, Rick Austin, Jim
‘ Dickens.

Ve WlSh.tO remind you that nominations may be made from the floor at
. the meeting with the permission of the nominee.

Respactfully submitted,
Bill Myers
fet? sleeridnye $ree by tl - .+ Skimny lutz
ke ‘ Mary Dickens 10=3-79

e REPORT Kay, June & July

;Disbursemnets
Klingers (book for Sec. report) 325 24
«.+A. Cray (calls & flyers) 6.30
L. Blin (postage) 25.35

L. Crove(folders for historical book
& 3.00 refund for overpayment) 6.90

WNT-TY (advertiaing) 145,00
Lapidary Journal 19,40
M. Breen(tax forms preparation) 145,00
. | $"§7§¢I
Recelipts
Blin & Zobac(sale of Pebble Pit rocks) 6.00
1979 dues Johnson 6,00,
o Stark - 6,00
Lapidary qurnsl, H, Troxel . 19.40
1 o2l

lesg disbursements g;gaig

Submitted by Mariam Pasters, Trsasurer
iﬁ%#k»***%#ﬁﬁ%w%&a&%*&4**&&%%ﬂ****%*#&*%ii*&?*Q%#*#%%Q#*%’*QG*&'&*O*Q

w&ﬂte d-Someone to help type the newslett the nexit couple of
e===c—ma— months until Gladys is able to type again.She will be
the Exchange Bulletin Edltor while she recovers., Please
call me if you c¢an help type.. L. Blin-377-3339
HULSERHEIERXLFREFHPUSRGEEREE TSRS
HINT-To get 2 loss finish on tiger eye, polish once, dry the stone, then
put 2 drop of vinegar on it. Leave a coupls of minutea and then glve it
a second polish, Result should be &he dsep Tinish you want,
From{¥HE NISNA VALLEY GRINGSTONE, vla Stone Yablet, via Pick & Chisel

W
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1979 SHOW REPORT-~Submitted by Merien Peters, Treasurer

Disburgsements Begcelpis

Al} Iowa Faiw - $922.80 Dealers $850.00
Flyeszre 5,96 Ticketbs 1369.£g
Postage 28.96 Swap ' i8.
Blacklight & fablecover 186,46 Pebble Pit 78.47
Trophies 41,03 10 % of sales 9.00
Advertising(Penny Saver) 72.00 Blin,sale of Pebble -
Thompson{milage & motel 60,96 Pit rocks 6.00
Mastadon 200,00 $2350.
Phetteplace 100.00 ‘ _
Myers(keys for case) 12,16 Total disbursements $2521 .59
Tax : o3, bl Total receipts 233,
Food . 43,56 ; Loss ‘ "
Zobac{postage) 19,50 -

Exhibits(wildsrs & Marek)50.00

Buresh REntals 478,53

Gazetie 26,60

WM 145.00

Shogmaker _ ; 7.50

® 3
,**E*#&***ﬁ%*#%k&&ﬁ%*%ﬁ#****&Gﬁ%%ﬁ%&%ﬁ&#&**&%%&**%i***%ﬁ*#**ﬁ&!#&ﬁ#i#*&
ATTENTION: ILapidsry Journal subscribers; : '

Treasurer Mariam Peters wants to remind members of the increase in
subscription price for the lLapidary Journal and ask that you send her
your check for renewel 2 or 3 mombhs in advance of your subscription
expiring go you won't miss an issue . For those who do not know, you CAN
subscribe %o the lapidary Journgl thro the club at a discount by paying
Treasurer Merian Peters, she has the discount price list.

SRS IB NS AR T A BN RPN IR I I DR A2 SRR AN N A N N UL U RN RS

ROGKS FOR SALE

Due to poor health Shaw's are disposing ofs tiger-eye, rhodocrosite,
Biggs jasper, lithostrotion colony coral, pink coral, agates, millerite,
Iowa wood, findings, crushed colored glass, slabs and much more.. :
Reasonable prices.

Phone 37?@26120 evecovbove 885 West 10th Ave.:.@ Marion

(Editord P.S.- I left out gmethyst in the above 1list)

y DHSRPRSHESBLESBVREREH LA ST RNSHLNE
CALENDAR OF EVENTS

OCTOBER 20-21....3UMNER, %gug {Show) Legion Hall, Northeast Iowa Rock
Giub., Sat. 10 ©il 6---Sunday 10 til &
October 20-21....Louisiana, Mo.{Show) Pike Couniy Gem & Min. Socisty
October 20, 9:30 Al,..Bays Rock Shop- Public Sale, Little America, Ill.
Qctobexr 28, 9:00 AM %il 6:00 PM ...0ld Fashioned Swapping of Rocks &
Rockhounds Hendezvous, Marion, Iowa,Comm, Center.
November 10<11,...Des Meines, Iowa (Show) Red Horse Armory, Des Moines
lapidary Society _
November 10-11....Madison, Wisc.(Show) Medison ILap. & #in. Club
Dore Bates,
APRII 13-14, 1980.....CEDAR RAPIDS,IOWA(Show) Hawkeye Downsj Chair men
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OPALS: Octoberfs Birthstones by Burl Ernst, from THE TULLY

Opals along with Pink Tourmaline are the two birthstones for the month
of' October, Since the Opal far cut-ranks the tourmaline we will deal
with the Opal now and perhaps write a separate article on tourmaline
some ofther time, : ol

Throughout the known history of the Opals they have at various times
been comsidered good and then again evil. ONe of the most inportant
reasons for it being condidered evil even today, has been the fact

it is nob one of the easier stones to fashlon, and even more difficult
to sety It delighte in cracking, crazing or chipping at the last min-
ute., But to those who love it, it is stlll the most beautiful of stones
with all it's faults.

Although Opals were known in Ancient times, they are almost nemver
found in archaecclogical diggings because they tend to "dry out® crum-
bling to dust in time. Howsver, these ancient civilizations thought
the Opal a symbol of Hope and Purity and wee able to protect it's
wearer from disease. The two most widely known of the evils about Opal
began in relative modern times. The first concerns two jewelers who
were in competition with each other. ONe spread the rumor that his
competitor‘s opale were evil, thereby hoping to capdture the market
for himself. So effective was his salesmanship that scon neither could
sell their OPals. In 1829, Sir Walter Scott published a story, "Ann
of Celerstein," that tells of an Enchanted Opal that she wore in her
hair. When the Opal was sprinkled with Holy Water, it immediatly lost
its fire. She then bscame i1l and was taken to her bed. The next morn-
ing when her servants called to awaken her all that was found of her
remalns wes a small pile of ashes in the bed. The Empress Eugenie of
France 'would: have nothing to do with Opals after having read this s
story but the Queen of England, Victoria, thought the story sill and
gave her daughters Opals as wedding gifts and no evil bothered them.
In medieval times Opels were thought to give the wearer the power to
become~invisiblé, This would be quite a feat but This power to become
invisible made the Opal becomg thePatron of Thieves. '

- _
The Smithsonian Institute has one of the largest known Opals in the
workd today. Tt Is 2610 carats and is known as the Roebling Opal. It

i8 a nmessive stone and comes from Nevada. On display also is the Roeb-
ling Black Opal from Nevada cut “"en cabachon® and weighs over 355 carate
Recently in 1958, a 5% pound Opal was found in the Andamooka mine that
isabout one half the finest quallity Opal ever found.

Opals are clasgified by color: black, white or transparent or semi-
transparent; by the size and shape of the fire or lack of it; as pin-
fire, harlequin, flash fire and flame: by the hue of the play of the
fire; peacock, gold, lechoso(gresn fire only). by the distribution of
the areas showing a play of color; onyzx, cat's sye, wocd and agate and
opaiiged bone.. '

Opals have beea found in many countries in the workd, perhaps the best
known is Austraiis. Hungary, Mexico, Japan, New Zealand and Venezuela
and -due, o the recent discoveries in the Virgin Valley area of the
United States we are added to the list,

Unce the Opal reaches the hands of the Lapidary, many things can be
and are -done wivth it. It can be carved, crushed for the floating Opal-
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OPALS: (comtinued)

Made intoc a cabachon, made into doublet or triplet, left in matrix as
with Mexican Opal, faceted and/or left alone as is for a specimen.
This is tThe fascinsiion of an Opal. This is whal lisads one to become
known as an Opaholic. If you've tried any o all of these things there
are still more things you can do with it. It can be dyed or sugered and
burned with acid but best of all it can be snjoyed wheter you go hunt-
ing for it, work it up to a thing of beaubty, wear it or do any or all
of these things. You can pay as little or as muchk as you want to for
the Opal and either way 1t will give you plezsure. For those who might
8%ill be inclined te feel that an Opal 1z *bad luck®, those borm in
October are supposed to be exempt from 2ll evil because it is their
birthstones,

Opal as with any fine jewel and maybe a 1litile more 8o, requires good
care, It should NEVER,NEVER be worn when washing dishes. Detergents
are the enemy of Opals. It allows them to dehydrastie and since good
gem quality Cpal iz cloge to ten per cent water it is resdily under-
stoed that this causes the Opal to craze, lose its fire if a fire opal
and dry out regardleas of the type of Opal you have, Since the Opal

is a soft stome(betwsen 5% and 6% on the Moh'e scale) it should not be
worn when doing any work that would allow i% %o be banged or scrazpe.
If you have worn en Opal long enough to notice that some of the polish
had disappeared, by 21l means and at your earliest convenience, take
it to your jewerler or Reckhound friend and have it repolished.

Lon R SR aReR it L ge Be RUL R e B AR Bl BB R R U Y
OPAL- hydr&ed silicon dioxide --Si0z + H20(iu varying smounts)

The mineral opal never sppears in crystals, since it %is a colloid.
Some varieties, such as the popular "precious opal," show a rich play
of colors, This is believed to hawe been caused by tiny cra®ks formed
during the drying of the mineral., The effect is something like the
formation of colors by oil on water, or by thin goap bubbles.

Opal occurs in cavities or cracks in some égnaous rocks; in ore veinss
around hot springs; and in seme clay beds, Ite source is from water
containing silica, from which it is precipitated by cooling,

"Precious opal” is the variety of opal which gives the beautiful play
of colors, It is foumd in Hungary, Mexico, Honduras, Australias, and in
the United States at Humbolt County, Nevads, and Latah County, Idsho.

"Fire Opsl® is a semiatransparentﬁBrange te red opdl found at Zimapan,
Mexxxico; the Faroe Islands: and Honduras.

"Commom opz=l" is a translucent Lo opague opal in o great variety of
colors, It is called "milk opal® if it has a milky appearance; "wood
opal" if i% has formed in wood and petrified it. Thigs common opal cccurs
in many localities. Precious, fire and wood opal are used as gems and
ornamental stones, : . -

"Hyalite" is a btramsparent variety thét”?esembies drops of glass., It
occurs in Hungary, and in Mexico, Small degosits are found in certain
"trap rocks' in Connecticut and New Jersey.

"Geyserite" is light, porous opal deposited by hot springs. It is foundge---
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OPAL-(continusd) .. ..
in Iceland, New Zealand, and in Yellowsténe Park.

"miatomaceous earth® is a chalklike despoit composyrd of the skeletons

of tiny plants. Diacmaceous earth is used in scouring powders, artifi-.. .
cial fertilizer, ss an sbsorbent of nitroglycerine in the manufacture

of dynamitegﬁasﬁaﬁheat‘insulating material, five bricks, smd furnace
furnace liningg. its absorbent and heat resistent properities maks it

af very useful minsral.

This informstion was taken from the COLLECTORS MINERBALOGY MANUAL by

THE PORTER CHEMICAL COMPANY. '
P T & L R

HOW TO TAKE CABE OF YOUR OPAL,....AND OPAL JEWELRY

The opel is & fragile siome that can be damaged by extremes in temp-
erature, Extreme cold can crack the stome or shrink it, Check the sete
ting whensver you think thot the stone has become chilled. ‘

YOu should not wear your opal rings in direct, hob sunlight; this can
crack opal, to0. Do not wear opal around hot dishwater or around frozen
foods. Opais ave absorbent. If you expose them to dyes or dirt, they
may absorb impuritiss and be ruined. They ares gsoft stenes and scratch
easily. Opal conbain water.

If opal dries out it loses its iridescence. Ome thing you can do is to
give your stones & bath in & mixture of giycerine and water occasionally
This will prevent them from drying out and losigg their fire.

An gpal needs lot of care, If there ever was a true peb rock, it is the
apel; A : g 8

From ANTIQUE JEWELRY; A PRACTICAL GUIDE(Goidenkerg) viaRock Box,From THE
JASPILITE
W

HEDERRSFRAD B RBTRBE RS RS ELF S LRBBEREE
WITH OUR MEMBERS

GET WELL SOONt!

Gladys Zobac is still"residing® in room 427 at St, lukes Hospibal, (
Recuperacirg siowly but has hopes of going home in a couble of weeks.

Ann Grisham is seriously 112 in Mercy Hospitsl. Son Ddve fell and broke -
his elbow, hed it in a cast the isst I heard.

Mel Abernaggﬁ spent &4 deys in the hospital recently with leg pain, Had
a cysi 2ad on his back and his leg pains betler, back hurts tho,

Sorry I missed mentioning that Vera Vyskocil was in the nospital this
summey, we have sure heen having @ 40t of a.ling members,

Alice Brown hag been laid up with a bad cold, and where }s YOUR story
about your operatdon Norm? :
TATEST NEWS is that Gladys will bs going home this weekend.I just talked
Lith ner and ghe is vealiy heppy, it will be 8 weeks Sat. that she has °
been in the hospital. I, V. for 45 days. Des? wishes for a speedy recoverv.



Published montly except July and August as a service to member clubs, AI )
for information should be sent to the Editor, Haydon Peterson, Parrot Printing,

Midwest Federations NEWSLETTER

| news, articles, subscription orders and reguests
2125 Forest Ave., Des Moines, lowa 50311

TREASURER

PRESIDENT
Mrs. Betty Crawford Mrs, Bernice McCloskey

1119 Seminole Ave. P.O. Box 527
Mansfield, OH 44906 Eim Grove, Wl 53122

Milford J. Sharp
3901 W, 210th St.

FIRST VICE PRESIDENT SECOND VICE PRESIDENT SECRETARY

Fairview Park, OH 44126

Miss Jean Reynolds Otto Ensminger
107 Tuttie Ave. 229 E. Madison 5t, A 1D YWESY

Clarendon Hills, iL 60514 LLombard, 1L 60148 FEDERATION

October 1979 - Issue No. 179

I-80 to Lincoln in ’80

been chosen for meetings and special events.

for June 12-15.

It is not too soon to start planning for the next American Federation Show, which is also the Midwest Federation show, and will be
hosted for the second time by the Lincoln Gem and Mineral Club, Inc. of Lincoln, Nebraska.

Well located near the center of the nation, Lincoln is the Capital of Nebraska and home of the University of Nebraska with its ex-
ceptional museum. The show will be held in the spacious new Bob Devaney Sports Center, and the elegant Nebraska Center has

The enthusiastic Lincoln members are already planning new educational and fun features for the big show including seminars and
symposiums on all favorite aspects of the hobby. The Hall of States wili be a highlight, along with displays from top museums, col-
lectors, and artists. A swap area and an auction for the AFMS Scholarship fund are planned.

Demonstrations will include faceting, silversmithing, polishing, tumbling, wire work, sand pouring, fossil preparation, casting,
glass blowing, micromounting, and all aspects of the hobby. Manufacturers will demonstrate the newest and best in equipment. A
representative group of retail and wholesale dealers are being selected.

Slide programs, films and lectures will be by wel known writers, curators, field collectors, educators, importers and artists. Com-
mittees are already planning special events such as the awards banquet.

Show Chairman, Howard Taylor, says that several excellent surprises will be in store for visitors to the show, which is scheduled

Plenty of nearby camping space is available, and there are many fine motels conveniently located to the show building. Lincolnis
served by Amtrak, by major airlines, and by America’s popular super highway, Interstate 80.

YOUR SUPPORT IS NEEDED

Midwest State Director for Wisconsin, Bill Parch, announced at
Columbus, that an amendment has been introduced to the Federal
Mine Safety and Health Act. The MSHA of 1977 has cut off most
of the gravel and stone quarries to our members, adversely effec-
ting our entire hobby. The amendment, “H.R. 1603", if passed
would exempt stone, sand and yravel operations from provisions
of MSHA, which was originally to have been only for coal mines
and underground mines. Several quarries have asked for our sup-
port of the amendment.

Backed by a large number of Congressional sponsors, from
many states, the amendment might restore our collecting
privileges. Everyone interested in field trips should write his con-
gressmen supporting this amendment. (Families and friends
should write too.) individual letters should be polite and limited to
the one subject. The more letters we send, the better our chance
of reversing this legislation which has restricted our activities.

MIDWEST AND OHIO CLUB
WIN AFMS AWARDS IN TAMPA

At the National Show in Tampa special awards were given for
the society and for the Federation which had the most com-
petitive displays, with the exception of the host Eastern Federa-
tion.

The Midwest Federation won the American Federation's $100
award for the most competitive displays and the Roehm Geology
Club, Berea, Ohio won the $100 award for having the most

4 CLUBS ADVANCE IN
SCHOLARSHIP STANDINGS

By Katharine Steinbrenner, Scholarship Chairman

During the month following the beautiful and successful Colum-
bus Show and Convention last July, almost $500 has been con-
tributed to the Scholarship Foundation from ten Midwest Federa-
tion Clubs. Through their generous checks the following clubs
have advanced their Scholarship Status:

Peru Rocks and Minerals Club 3100%, McDonnell-Douglas Gem &
Mineral Society 600%, Lapeer County Gem & Mineral Society
600%, Little Crow Lapidary and Mineral Society 100%

At the Council Meeting in Columbus it was decided to have our se-
cond Scholarship Auction at the Midwest-National Show in 1980
in Lincoln, Nebraska. More details on this will be given at a later
date. It is not too early to put aside specimens, cabachons or
jewelry for your club to bring to this auction. It is an easy way for
your club to advance their Scholarship Status.

displays from a single club.
At Columbus, Ohio during the Midwest Show and Convention,
the Board of Directors of the Midwest voted to give the
Midwest's $100 award to the Roehm Geology Club since it was
thru their efforts that the Midwest had received their $100
award.

The Roehm Geology Club has advised the Midwest that they
will use the $200 toward the purchase of a microscope.

SAFETY IS NO ACCIDENT....
DRIVEWITH CARE EVERYWHERE




CALENDAR OF EVENTS NEEDED
EARLY AS POSSIBLE

Because the MWF Directory is distributed early in March
the Calendar of Events should contain listings from
March 1980 through AT LEAST March 1981. We are glad
to list your ciub’s show, swap, auction, field trip or other
event. Because we want the 1980-81 Calendar to be as
complete as possible, we ask your help now. As soon as
your dates are set, let us know the following:

Event (if show, competitive or non-competitive dis-
plays?), Dates (Time to meet, if trip), Place, and Chair-
man or person to contact for further information.

If your event is scheduled for January through April, give
us the 1981 information too. |f the exact date isn’t
known, but the event is generally at the same time each
year, something like ‘‘early March” or ‘“usually 3rd
weekend in February” can be used.

Send your dates directly to Diane Dare, Directory Chair-
man, 747 E. Blackford Ave., Evansville, IN 47713, or
Calendar Chairman, Eisie Popejoy, 410 Grant St., Nor-
mal, IL 61761.™

By Russell MacFall

MIDWEST NOW HAS OFFICIAL MAGAZINE

At the Council Meeting at Columbus a unanimous vote made
“Rocks and Minerals” the official magazine of the Midwest
Federation. Published in Washington D.C. by Heldref Publica-
tions, the magazine, founded by Peter Vodac over 50 years ago, is
also the official magazine of the Eastern Federation.

Marie Huizing of Cincinnati is Managing Editor and is assisted
by an impressive staff of executive and contributing editors. The
by-monthly magazine has feature articles about minerals, rocks,
fossils, gems and geology, and regular features such as mineral
localities. Subscriptions are $10.00 per year. The address is 4000
Albemarie St., N.W., Washington, D.C. 20016.

Previously the Midwest Federation was represented by the
“Earth Science Magazine”, published by ESCONI| Associates of
the Chicago area, with Mary Cornwell as Editor. However several
years ago the affiliation was dropped when Dr. Richard Pear! pur-
chased the magazine and moved it headquarters to Colorado
Springs. Dr. Ben Hur Wilson founder of the Midwest Federation
and it's honorary president was once Editor of “Earth Science’.

Marie plans a special Official Show Issue for the Midwest-
American Federation show and convention at Lincoln, Nebraska
next summer. Rocks and Minerals was represented by a booth at
the show at Columbus, and Mrs. Huizing appeared at meetings to
answer questions. The Midwest looks forward to a long and
useful affiliation with **‘Rocks and Minerals”.

OPERATIONS MANUAL

The new Operations Manual for the Executive Committee of the
Midwest Federation has been completed and is being distributed
by mail to Officers, Committee Chairmen and State Directors and
assistants who did not get their copies at the meeting in Colum-
bus. Clubs which have any questions about operations pro-
cedures, such as bidding for shows, for example, should see their
State Directors or Assistant for their club. The President of a
society may write for a copy for his club if desired. They are
available through the Director of Supplies. Copies are considered
Federation property and not individual property and so are passed
on to new officers, chairmen, directors, and appropriate perma-
nent ciub officials if the club has a copy.

This occasional column in the Newsletter has been reviewing
books about minerals for some time; perhaps it is time now to get
it out of the rut. So it will mention this time Francis E. Wylie's
Tides and the Pull of the Moon, published by the Stephen Greene
Press of Brattleboro, Vt.

Most of us know less about the oceans and their tides than about
any other aspect of physical geology. Yet these forces, powered
by the attraction of the moon and sun, have a complex and major
influence on life on this planet. Wylie explains the vocabutary of
the science in his preliminary chapters, then gives a detailed ac-
count of the causes of the coastal storms that have ravaged the
continent periodically, the nature of tsunamis, often called tidal
waves, and the little-known pull of the moon and sun on the body
of the earth itself and its atmosphere.

In later chapters he studies the influence of tides on marine life,
the fish and shellfish; the tides that baffled Caesar's invasion of
Britain and were a major problem in planning the invasion of
France in World War Il. Finally he speaks about tidal power and
its problematical future.

Sa far as this reviewer knows, no one has brought these subjects
to the laymen as well as Wylie. He was well prepared for the task
as a former Time and Life magazine correspondent and later
public relations director for Massachusetts Institute of Technoli-
ogy. He is a coastal dweller at Hingham, Mass. The book has 246
pages and the price is $12.95.

A small pamphlet on rocks and minerals of Minnesota may be had
from the Minnesota Department of Economic Development, 480
Cedar St., St. Paul, Minn. 55101. It is free.

HEARTATTACK FATALTO

OHIO ASSISTANT STATE DIRECTOR

J. Robert “Bob" Little, one of our Assistant State Directors for
Ohio died of a heart attack suffered August 25. He was a member
of the Licking County Rock and Mineral Society of Newark, Ohio.

LEARN AS YOU COLLECT

By Jack La Fleur
President, Golden Spike Gem and Mineral, Ogden, Utah
Mineral identification (especially to new members)
has long been a problem. In my book though, to be a
successful rockhound, you don’t have to know the
names of all rocks. You only need to know and identify
the rocks you come in contact with, or plan to use or ac-
quire. This certainly narrows it down. In other words, if
you like a certain rock and want to acquire it, first find
out what it is and where it comes from, and just a bit
about its make up, such as color, hardness and cleavage
or chipping characteristics. This way, you will not forget
its essentials. If you pick up a strange rock, apply the
same treatment. You're simply building a mineral vocab-
ulary as you go along. As time goes by, you not only will
know what every rock is in your possession, but you will
also know how to treat them and what you can do with
them. Soon, the problem of identification will disappear
because you will have learned as you go.
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WORD FROM THE PRESIDENT - Russell Kemp, June 1979 AFMS Newsletier

The late Ellis Courter, who passed away on March 22,1979 after a
lingering liiness, will be long remembered for his years of devoted
service, He was past President of the MWF and had many ysars of ser
vice with the AFMS befove he bscame its President. He will sls0 be
remembered for his untiring efforts in beBalf of the AFNMS Scholar-
ship Poundation for his years of devotion as Treasurer. People like
Ellis are hard to find and even harder to replace.

in his Word From the President columm of the AFMS Newsletter for
March, 1979, he said 4t all when it came to his philosophy on public
relations and dealing with people and out of respect to Ellis and the
hope that we can live up to his expectations we have haked Hayden
Peterson to reprint Ellis' words of March, 1979. -

One of the areas in which the AFMS has long been involved is that of
Public Relations which has to do with the public image of our many
clubs and the multitudes of psople of which they are composed. In gen..
eral, this is working to create and maintain a favorable impression of
the people in the hobby in the eyss of other people, basically, the
general public.

There is, however, a very important aspect about our relations with
other people that scmetimes gets overlooked -and this, whether they are
members of our own hobby, some other group, or just part of the public
at large. For the want of a better name, let's simply call this thing

"people redations®, because it involves how individuals afiect ons an-
other and what they can do for each other,

For instance, did you ever wonder what it is that makes people click?
Why some are successful, some happy, some s¢ enjoyable to have around?
Do the swccessiul people you know actually have more knowledge or move
8kill than otherg? Are the happiest people who seemingly get the most
fun cut of life, smarter than other people you know? Well, this could
be, but more Iikely it’s simply because they have found a "way with
other people® and are making the best vae of the philosophy of fpeoplie
relations”,

A most delightful thing is that every humen being has been endowed
with aa endlegs amount of people relablons., The great tregedy is that
far too maxy hoard this wealth. They dole it cut sparingly and some-
times not at all, or worse yet, may not even be aware that they possess

such a thing.
Whether we realize it or not, the common denominator te all s3uccess

and happiness is other people. Other people just have o be taken into
account, Tt has been fairly well established through varicus soclial
studies that the person who has learned how to get along with others
and how %o deal and asscclato with them has found the key to succsss
and happiness, And likely it all began he discovered how to ghve other

people something the¥ neaded in retuyn for things he wanted.
robably the most universal hunger in every humsn is the desire to

be wanted, to be noticed, to be made to feel d@mportant.ind perhaps the

nicest thz about it all is that within ea 8 contained t
power to 125»111 .within other people this g%ef?ﬁg o} perso wor egso

that they will feel appreciated and accepted.

But, you may ask, how can this be done? Again, it's relatively sim-
ple if only you will be objective about it. It can be done by setiing in=
to motion the ten commandments for good paople Pelatiana Let me 1list

them for you, .
\continued on page 10)¢ucacucg
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1. Speak to people 6. Be genuinely intervesbed in people

2. Be sincerely cordial 7. Congider the feelings of obbers
2. Smile at pecple ., 8. Be alert to render a service
. 821l people by their first names 9. Reapect the opinions of others
5, Be friendly and helpiful 10,.Praise gemerously; criticize
: cautiously

If you endeavor Lo live DYy shese simple philosophies, you will be amszed
at the changes they will bring sbhout. Endeavor to keep in mind that if.
you want to make a good impression on the obher fellow, the best way Go
do it is to let that perscn know that you avre impressed with him, Do %his
ahd he in turn will judge you as one of the smartest and mogt personable
individuals he has ever meb. _
Try this philosophy. of "people relations® the next time you stap out
into the world, whethep it be al your next mivneral meeting, at work, at
church, or wherevers Ygu could be surpriged by what it can do for you

and the world about you. i
*H&&#*&*M*ﬁ-*ﬁﬁﬁ-m%**r&%ﬂ%ﬁ*%&*ﬂ%*N%*M***ﬂ*&ﬂ%ﬂm%%ﬁ*%&%ﬁ

ROCKHOUND ROULETTE-is similar to Bussian Roulette., A persoun, not wearing
datety glasses, Takes a rock, places it on another, then swings whkth 2

. hammer, at the same time squinting the eyes and turning the head. If the
player does not inflict self-injury, ne/she mey continue hitting the
pocks until such injury is inflicted. This may be the next swing, or
may not be for ten thousand - - thate what makes it so thrilliag, nsver
knowing from what monent one will see with only one eye, or maybe not
gee at all, DON'T PLAY ROCKHOUND ROULETTE! ¢ MAKE SAFETY A HABIT:!!
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