


CEDAR VALLEY ROCKS AND MINERALS SOCIETY
CEDAR RAPIDS, IOWA
This corporation is organized for the purpose of studying the earth sciences of mineralogy,

geology, and the arts of lapidary and Gemology. We were organized on June 12, 1951, in-
corporated on June 21, 1956, as a non-profit organization.

OFFICERS
President Jack Bevauns 2011 Northgate Dr. N.E. Cedar Rapids, IA 365-9365
Vice Pres. Roger Dabler 6102 Underwood Ave. S.W. Cedar Rapids, IA 396-3406
Secretary Helen Troxel 1138 Prairie Dr. N.E. Cedar Rapids, IA 365-3451
Treasurer Marian Peters 1475 - 24th Street Marion, IA 377-2839
Liaison Fran Bates 2739 - 2nd Ave. S.E. Cedar Rapids, IA 366-6012
Editor Leslie Blin 505 - 5th Avenue Marion, IA 377-3339

BOARD MEMBERS

Term ends:

Dec. 1979 Don Bates 2739 - 2nd Ave. Cedar Rapids, IA 366-6012
Dec. 1980  Skinny Lutz Wiley Blvd & Rogers Rd. N.W. Cedar Rapids, IA 396-6194
Dec. 1981 Helen Shedenhelm 2111 Chandler St. S.W. Cedar Rapids, IA 365-3089
Immed. Past Pres. Larry DeSotel 247 Sussex Dr. N.E. Cedar Rapids, IA 377-1641

COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS

Membership Mary Dickens 531 = SBlEm 'St SeE. Cedar Rapids, IA 363-7693
Hospitality Rosie Richardson  Route 1 Ely, IA 848-4040
Telephone/Publicity &

Sunshine Jackie Steiner 4406 Walker St. N.E. Cedar Rapids, IA 393-4152
Display Don Bates 2739 - 2nd Ave. Cedar Rapids, IA 366-6012
Supply Craig Simmons 2501 Falbrook Dr. N.E. Cedar Rapids, IA 393-0444
Librarian Edith & Jeff Nekola 800 - 25th St. N.E. Cedar Rapids, IA 363-9792
Historian Alice Brown 360 Tonga Dr. Hiawatha, IA 393-7193
Field Trips Rick Austin 440 - 10th St. Marion, IA 377-4741
Property Skinny Lutz Wiley Blvd & Rogers Rd. N.W. Cedar Rapids, IA 396-6194
Resource Materials Leslie Blin, Gladys Zobac & Jeff Nekola
Pebble Pups Sponsored by Club Members
Bulletin Staff:

Editor Leslie Blin 505 - 5th Avenue Marion, IA 377-3339

Co-Editor Gladys Zobac 2101 - 0 Ave. N.W. Cedar Rapids, IA 396-0210

Illustrator Pat Blin 505 - 5th Avenue Marion, IA 377-3339

Printing Robert, Bobby, & Mike Blin 505 - 5th Avenue Marion, IA 377-3339

Assembling & Mailing The Blins, Jeff Nekola, Gladys Zobac and club members

MEMBERS are requested to contribute articles to be published in the bulletin. Articles
should be given to the Editor or Co-Editor by the FIRST of the month to be in that month's
bulletin. Articles may be reprinted if credit is given the author and the bulletin.

CLUB MEETINGS: Third Wednesday of each month except June, July & August (we have picnics
at parks) and December (2nd Saturday night is our Christmas Potluck
and Party).
7:30 PM at Linn County Rural Electric Cooperative Building at
999 - 35th St., Marion, Iowa.
BOARD MEETINGS: Fourth Wednesday of each month except June, July & August.
At place announced by the President. 7:30 PM.
CLUB DUES: Due and payable January 1 of each year. Deadline if March 1.
REGULAR MEMBERSHIP - $6.00 per adult couple; $4.00 per single adult;
$6.00 per family membership
JUNIOR or PEBBLE PUP - $3.00 (a member under 18 years of age)
ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIP - $4.00 per family (associate members will receive the
club bulletins but may not vote or hold office).
Persons joining during the year will pay dues to the nearest quarter.




CEDAR VALLEY GEMS
CEDAR VALLEY ROCKS AND MINERALS SOCIETY
CEDAR RAPIDS, IOWR

MAY 1979
VOL. 6 -~ISSUE 9
PAGE 1
MAY MEETING e ' ‘K
Wednesday, MAY 16, 7:30 pm \.
REC Building in ‘Marion @ \‘-\_
. 7 /
PROGRAM - "Geological History of Iowa" by Ray Anderson of Iowa City,
Iowa Geological Survey. \ 7 _J\ >
GOODIES-~-Gladys Zobac
Gertie Myers !
Alberta Cray | S I

DISPIAY TABLE -With all this beautiful spring weather we've been having
and Shows all around everyone should have e prize specimen
to “show & tell®, lets fill up the display tabletl

BOARD MEETING - Wednesday, May 23, 7:30 pm at the home of Don & Fran
Bates. Board members who cannot attend please contact
Pres. Jack Bevauns. ALL MEMBERS ARE WELCOME.

FIELD TRIPS?7? - Local field trips are being plamned but I haven't
recieved any reports so come to the meeting for de-
tails. Also the South Dakota trip over the 4th will
be discussed at the May meeting so be therel

EDITOR"S REPORT - For those of you who noticed the "April Fool® page

‘ in the April newsletter I will try to explain the
reason for it,Club typewriter broke down on Mon,,
Gladys did the minutes on our manuel, Tues. Gladys
typed at home on her typewriter, lMike fixed the clud
typewriter on Tues. but in hurrying to get finished
I made a mistake counting pages, this wasn't discover-
ed til we were rumming it offit No time to type more
80 we added "April Fool® to kesp you from calling to
gay you get & blank pPageccccaccccaccocncacsoenssose
Please remember to get articles to me by the ist of each month., The
newsletTer must be MAYLED on the 2nd Wednesday of the month, June will
be the lasp newsletter til Sept. issue, so get those articles in by the

FIRST of June. :
ERLBOHSSTRRLEREHSNFNENLLDRE LSS BB ECR SRR 000N

Mrs. Elsie S, Matthews, Conservation and Multiple Use of Public lLands
chairmen of the Rocky Mountain Federation, is gathering clippings about
conservation and related subjects from newspapers aid magazines through-
out the country. In this way she feels she can be better informed about
activities in the different regions and states and plan a more vigorous
attack on the whole conservation matter,

Clippings sheould be sent te her at 926 Sandstone, Bartlesville, OK 74003
From the April AFMS newsletter.

HEPL KEEP AFMERICA CLBAN : DON'T LETTER!!!
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SORRY, NO SECRETARY'S ZEPORT THIS MONTH .
EDITORS IAMENT
Won't somebody please =
contribute some news? ;
Any old item will dot <
Who went on a Lrip? 7
Whe took g mean flip? L G
And who are they going to sus? q 3
Did you find some new rocks? ,&v,‘
Or catch smallipox?

Or have a face 1ift?
Pleass call in or write it,

We surely won't siight it. X £z
.WE .
NEED From Talip Giby (
T0 FILL CGonglomerabe,
UP
THIS
SPACEAtRER LS

by the late Helen Greer from Michigan lapidary Society vis Smoke Signels

EIGHT YEARS AGO - Remember? |

Mimmesota Field Trip or--..Heppiness is Licking & Rock and Finding Bands, .
I .

May 29 about 35 of our members Journsyed north to one of the many resort
areas in Minmnesota for a three day field trip for agates: .

Those who went were Don & Neva Shew, Frank, Bert and RBob Ehrenbarger,
Chuck and Vera Vyskooll, the Bob Blin family, Ray & Helen Shedemhoim’
Cieo, Anne and David Gr sham, Bgriie and 0Olie Klegseth, Al & Wilme True-
sdeli, Carroll & Ruth Slager, Bill Betty and Mery Jo Beranek, Jim & Mary
Dickens, Normen & Alice Brouwn, MNr.& Mrs Ron Jacobson; larry & Betty DeSot-
el, Bud & Alberta Cray.

Lots and lotes of agantes were found, I think probably Patty and Bobby Blin
got some of the largeat and nicest ones, although in such a large group
there were many agates collected which I didn't see. Iarry and Batty
DaSotel and Ron Jacobson and his wife hag ®eal good luck also,

(n Sunday evening 27 of us got together at a local restaurant fop a
Smorgasbord. Saturday evening all 8f us who were camping pooled our
efforts for a best-ever pot lusk,

All in all, it was & fun week-emd ond the weatherman coopsrated bsautiful..

iy, g
b &5*******Q&ggegiggigﬁﬁggii$££2¥*£2§gﬁigziéggdar VAlley Gems

The Black Hawk Gem and Mineral Society had o poetry contest last month:
I liked this one:

Twenty-two years and what do you get?

A house full of specimers and deeper in grit,

St. Peter don't ya call me, cause I'd never go -

“Ti1l I finish my cese for the Rock Club Show,
By Lois Fleming
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
MAY 20.....Griswold, Towa (Swap) Cocklin Fish rFarm,l$mi.north on Hwy

48, NisEgE Valley Rock Club

MAY 26-28..Wheatin, Ill,(Show) Dupage County Fairgrounds,Chicagoland
Cems & Minerals Association

JUNE 10....louisiana, Mo. (Swap) and Picni«: Hickory Grove Comm.Center
Pike County Mineral & Gem Socaisty

JUNE 9-10.0regon, Ill,(Show & Swap) Ogle County Fairgrounds

" 8-10,.Rapid City, S.D.(Rocky Mts. Fed. Show)

*16-17...Iowe City, Yowa (Mini-Show & Swap)Izsak Walton Clubhouse
Hfgﬁuay %fg South of Iowa City, 0ld Capitol Geological
Club. CAmping, Auctions, potluck, dealers, exhibits.
" 22-=24,..0ttumwa, Iowa (All IOWA SWAP) Park Paviiiong Sa¢c & Fox
ILapidary Ciub, camping, Sat. potluck.
" 23-24,,..Harrison, Michi { Educational Seminar)

JULY 14-15...Joy, I11. (Swap) Edwards River Earth Science Club, Aledo
Camping, auctions, potluck, Joy City Park, 7 miles west
of Aledo, Il1,

JULY 13<15...Dubuque, Yowa (Show) Kennedy Mall, Tri-STate Gem & Mineral
Soclety

August 5......Between Russel & Chariton Iowa (Swap) Benton Co. Town-
ship Comm. Hall Chafiton River Pebble Pickers
. 2-5....Columbus, Ohio(MWF Show)
*  11.12,..Grandview, Iowa(Swap) Academy Park, Muscatine Minsral
u ab.
" 18-19...0akdale, Wisc. (Swap) Oakdale Park Shelter,Driftlsss Area
Gem & Mineral Club
SePt. 15-16...Camp Milan, I11. (Swap) (ALL ILLINOIS ROUND-UP) Blackhawk
Gem & Mineral Club
) 8=9oo°°nF1n§1ay, Ohio(Show) Hancock Co. Fairgrounds, Hancock Geo.
Seclety
" 1h-16....Greenfield, Ind, (Swap) Feirgrounds, Earth Sciencs Club
" 21-23.....8t. Louls; Mo, (Show) Greemsfelder Rec. Biilding, McDonell
Douglas Gém & Mineral Society
Oct. 6<7......Mendota, I11,(Show) High School Gym Starved Rock Rockhounds

Speaking of Shows...... heres a P.S. for Alice Brown's article:

The Browns, Abernathys, DeSotels and Bates took displays to the Mason
City Show April 21 & 22, They hope that more members will teke displays
to the neighboring shows this summer because most all of these clubs
brought cases to our show. Lete all try end get a &isplay tc the Iowa
@ity Show June 16 & 17 and any others you cen on the Calendar of events.

HERLHEFRDLR VBN RILBES RS LH SRS SRS

The club has recieved the Jan. 1979 issuve of IOWA GEOLOGY from the Iowa
Geo%ggical Survey, if you would iike to read 1t check it out at the May
meeting,

Did you see the article about the footprints by Hary Leake 'Footgrints
in the Ashes of Time®", irn the April issue of NATIONAL GEOGBAPHIC

From Iowa City Club :
WANTED TO BUY: Trim Saw and @rinder/Polisher with water attachment

Call or write.,.Lowell Jasger, Route 2, lowa City, lowa
52250 Phone 319-643=2898
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TREASURER® & FEPORT w= MARCH 1979

Bank balanee 3=1-79 $3,135.41
Recelpta Disbursements - March *7C
Refund from Stote Tllowa Gem & Mineral Soc. $150.00
Conptroller {378 chow) 528.09 Chorles City Rock & Gem 200,00
Tri=State Gem & Minersl 40.00
Laperaft Co.-Table vent &0.00 Mineral Study Glub 100,00
Magazine Sub. (Kysilka) 13.05 Bdverd River Earth Scismce  10C.00
197¢ dues 10,00 N.E. Iows Rock Club 100.00
Directory Sslecx o795 Olé Capitol Gevlogiec Club 300.C00
fuetion 88,30 Show expenses {postoge,
$3,535.60 calle, flyers, trophies 111.32
Sunshine 13.00
D. Bates (black lights &
paper for tables 186,46
L. Blin (postage) 26,20
Lapidary Subseription 13.05
Maurice Breen (Federal tax
return) 288,20
1,638,935
Balance - $2,196.67
B3 SR R B B
TEMPSKYA (Fern)

TEMPSKYA - a fern of the Lower Creltaceoug Age. The remaing found have congicted /
of corrugated trunkiike strmctures. They resemble half-decayed pealm oxes., A cross
section shows that they consist of small, scatiered irrepularly circle bodies
(roots) enclosing round or lobed fipures reprssenting stems. These are reslly a
nmany-branched single stem in which each branch, all resembling the original stem,

"~ is encased in a mass of roots. The stens apd roots grew parallel and formed a
large rope-like mass or a alse trunk. Tampskys was firet found in Russia in 1845.
The first found in the United States wae in 1911 in Maryland and vas poor qusiity.
In 192/ same was found in Montena and since then it has been found in all the wegt-
ern states except California amd Washington. In 1964 it vwas found in North Corolina,
It seems to occur along vith Palm woed. Very little large specimens are available.
It occurs usuelly es fleoat. The growth habit apd affinities of this unique fern
are not yet completely understocd. When the material is alicsd cross grain, the
pattern shows “eyes" and Thorseshoe" shapes vhich are trus stans or leaf stems.
Slices with the graln show tubes or rodsg in & mass of seall strings. The large
tubes are stems & the smeller ones are reoots. The porcus trunk of the Tempskys vas
well suited to silicification. Trunks vhich fell into water became buried in silt
& other sediments. The silica would be deposited, helped by a chemical change or
acldity of the plant tissues., In time the process would preserve the Terpskya.
Specimens found are light colored on the outside & dark brown or black inside. Scmus
fine pleces have been found to contain Jasper & choleedony. These will take a high
polish. While tle colors range from fawn, beige & brown, smme yellows, reds, cremm
and black have been found, This past fall, vhile we were in Ttah, ve vere fortu—
nate to £ind Tempskya and it wae quite a thrill. The material we found cabbed well

and took & good polish,
VIA CHIOP AND LICK by

Laverns & John Mercer. Infommation taken from Lapidary Journmal, 2/77
and Comon Fossil plants of Western North Anerica.
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GEM AND MINERAL SHOWe---Mason City, Iowa....By Alice Brown

The Show at Mason City was presented by the Minowa Four

(1) Austin Gem & Mineral Club-c-ce=e==<Austin, Minn,

{2) Charles City Rock & Gem Clube=-<~<<=Charles City, Iowa
(?) Northeast Iowa Rock Club-wezwe s=e==Sumner, Iowa

{%4) North Iowa Rock Clubecscaeccmcceee -=Magson City, Iowa

You could literally say this show went to the dogs. Tsk! Tskt
Well, we were grossly outnumbered. This was a falrground show and
two large buildings on the grouunds had been rented for a dog show.
Surely there were some of every breed (unless you were looking for
a Heinz 57). Certainly there were many breseds unfamiliar to me.

With a brilliant spring morning on Saturday one could see row after

row of cars, vans and trailersz complete with people, dogs and portable --
pens and grooming tables. Soon there were grooming tables set up every-
where; like rock tables at a rock swap. The dogs were placed on the
tables and each animal was groomed meticulously. Just for exercise and
from curiosity I set out to tour the area. Very interesting.

Like rocks, there are many, many, varieties; and if you intend to show
a winner it takes a certain amount of work and polish, °'Course the
rocks don't eat much and you certainly don't have to run them.

Another interesting distraction during the show was watching a large

motor home get extricated from axle deep mud. It was not so interest-
ing when it became firmly implanted at about 2:00 A.M. After rocking

to and fro; otherwise known as the digging in proceas; 1 believe most
of the campground bseame aware they were there.

Now talk about Lady Luck! The National Guard had some activitiss going
on at another area of the fairgrounds. It seemed only ancther training
exercise for them to hoock a heavy army winch on the rear of the motor-
home; th?y were out of the mud in minutes. "That's Uncle Sam working
for YOU,

Hm, you thought this article was about a rock show???S0 it is.

There were many very fine cases of Jewelry, some hand crafted mountings.
Lots of polished slsbs and unmounted cut stones, petrified wood, arti-
facts, fossils, agatez and minerals filled the innumerable cases,

George Bullock, a dealsr, has a new material called Trans-Montana. It
is from Brazil. Some cuts will give you bandinge as in Brazilian agates
and sometimes dendrites as in Montana agstes. Very pretty and interest-

ing,

Most outstanding wag Maynard Grsen'’s Australian tiger-iron and some cases
of gorgeously polished Dryhead agates exhiblited by Miss Jiran.(I think)
Gary Svec and his father from Industriel Diamond Co. of Cedar Rapids
exhibited a moon rock and a vrock from David's sling.

lLapidary demonstrations were acconpiished by Don Paul and Floyd Zook
manned the faceting machine. The Mel Abernathy’s, The Don Bates & the
DeSotels, Uncle Tom's, J.J & L Rocks and Minerals, Westwood and one
other dealer. Sorry, I didn't get his name, had just about anything a
rogkhound could want or ask for.

Our hosts were a very hospitable group and we found the show to be very
enjoyable,
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COOKING - SCOUTING - AND ROCK COLLQCTING By Reuben ILaape
' From Ozark Earth Science News

What has cooking te do with rock collecting? As a starter, cooking is
supposed to be a "do-it-yourself® project. 0ld time recipes asid, “Take
a dab of this and a pinch of that' and a good cook was supposed to lmow
how much - mogtly by experience. Times change. Our local newspapsr
promotes a cocking contest, or rather it is a recipe contest; and this
autuTn'd recipes said, "Take a can of this and a package of that®. Home
Cooking?

How about rock collecting? Is it done only at Shows? Do you restrict
your collecting to "take a package of This and a slab of that?" Just
specimens already cut and identified? Where'’s your "home cooking??

Boy Scouts learn knots. I gpent twenty-nine years in Scouthing and I've
helped many boys learn to tie knots; bubt not just as knots. "This knot
is to fasten your mother’s clothesline at the end, and here is one to
repair a broken linse. Now if you want to tie your dog and not have him
choke, do it this way." That made it purposeful, rather than, "This is
a rolling two half-hitch, and this is a square knot, and this next is
a cowboy bowline.” These Scouts learned uses.

Part of my Scouting was as a Merit BAdge Counselor and on many different
8kills. One boy came to be judged on Life Saving and declared he knew
all the answers in the book. I found he didn’t know how to swim. Another
came with a big notsbook ¢on Astronomy - and he had never looked at the
stars. I insisted they know how tc use - "home cooking.®

One well versed Scout came Tor rock colisciing and he certainly knsw
his stuff and he ahd been getting top grades in High School, But he
flunked on one requirement - "Bring a display which the Scout has coll-
ected and identifisd.® His specimens had « price tags! 1 refused to
accept 2 "package of this and a can of that®.

Maybe I'm just old fashioned. To me g rock collector is one who collects
rocks, one who gces and gets them and then does aomething with them.
This applies to women teo, as they have their rights to crawl through
poison ivy, fall inte creeks, skin thelr knees or twist their ankles,
and have just as much fun as men do. Just so they do something with
what they collsct.

Clean the specimens or cut them or label them or talk about them. Prove
that you're a collechor. As the philosopher Glbran said®s little know-
ledge that acts is worth infinitely more than much knowledge that 18

idle. * .
BRI 2 2 3L Lk bR e IR R LR R R R R R R R R T L R

MORE KWAZY KWIK KWIZ. £rom The GRAVEL
: . Pebble Pups

n e,

City in Michigan ol . Med race without ateire
. Raquel Welch Featuwre . Bucscaneer

Nr. Elein’s mother's siadter _ _ Trumpet Duet®

New Brand of sods pop v Sesd from lemon-like Truit
Prerequigite for Xmas Dinner Dishonest Merchant's Creed

Mr, and lirs. 2 and all the iItTle” Song in a papticuler key

Z's . line.up of beauty parlor patrons

SEE IF YOU CAN GUESS THESE.
gme*glﬁrbg}a agésg%e\’rs are pley on words andi even puns.(but about rocks? Iés!
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RESOURCE BOOK CHANGES- Please write these changes and additions in

your Resource book,

Page 2 - 1978-1979 Iowa State Director - Larry DeSotel

Asgistant State Director - Lyle Waterman
& 14

. = Wilbur Campbell
" to Convention & Show - Norman Brown
" to Uniform Rules - Dorobhy Shoemaker
. to Credentials Comm. -laVonne Grove

Page 21-Under Misc. Rockhounding Addresses change Fluorsescent Min. Soc.
address to - Paul Morris,?713 Kentucky Street, No. 2, vallejo,

California 94590
Under Alaska(continued) add - Information circular 18%Amateur
Gold Prospecting in Alaska®", Division of Geclogical and
Geophysical Survey, Box 80007, College, Alaska 99701
Under Georgila,State Recreation Info. add - Lanny Williams,
Tourist Division, Dept. FC, P.0, Bex 38097, Atlanta,Georgia

3033
Under Idaho, Rockhound Info(free)add -ask for®Gemstone Guide"
and also "Idaho Recreation Guide® 50¢ (free)

Under Idaho(BLM)write above address there - U.S., Dept. of the
Interior, Bureau of lLand Management, Salmcg Disprict, P,0. Box

430, salmon, Idaho 83467

Page 47 -
Page 43 -

Under Montana, State Rec, Infe add - Montana Travel Promotion
Unit, Helena, Montana 59601

Under Massachusetts, Rockhound Info add - Publications for
Mass, R.I, and Conn, contact Helen Troxel

Under Minn,, Rockhound Info, correct address to rsad - “Tourism
Divisfion, Dept. Of Ec. Dev., Cedar St., St. Paul, Minn.,55001
New 1979 book available "Rocks and Minerals of Mimn.® frae
Under Monbtana, Rockhound Info, add Marv's BRock shop, Motel &
Conoco, Box 60, Alder , Montana 59710(842-5297) will tell where
to go for Sapphires.

- UrderNevada, Geo. Surveys, add - 5Placer fiining in MNevada®

Price $3.00. Nevada Bureau of Mines, Room 310, Scrugham Engin-
eering, U. of Nevada, Reno, Nevada 89557
Under Nevada, Rockhounding Info, add"NevadsRockhounding®

above address given.

Under New York, State Hec., add "Cems of New York"* above the
address given.

-Under N,C., Rockhound Info add - "North Carolina Cems" above

address given and add P.0, Box 27678 to it and c;gnect zip to
27611
Under New York add - Troxels " Lets Hunt for Herkimer Diamonds®

Under Oregon, Rockhound Info, add - 'OregoﬁhnockesAFossils and
Minsrals" above address given.

- Under S.C., State Rec Info, add "South Carolina Minerals and

Gems " above address given.

- Under S.D,, Rockho Info. add"s.D. Rockhound Guide®, Dept.

of Economic & Tourism Dev., 423 East Capitol, Pidrre, S.D.
57501

. Under Washington, Rockhound Info. 2dd “Handbooﬁ@bf Gold Proep-

tors in Washington®(Info. Circular # 57) Dept. of Natural Res-
oures, Div., of Ceological & Earth Res., Olympia, Washington,
98504 .. Price §$1.50.

Under Wyoming, Rockhound Info. add” Minerals & Rocks of Wyoming®

. Price -$2.00.
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TRON ORE DEPOSIT FCUND TN TOWA

A 'fairly rich? iron ore deposit has been discovered in northwest Iowa. State
Geologist Stanley C. Grant reporis that mineralogical studies are being counducted on
a core sample which indicates a 90 feet thick vein located 540 feet below the eartlis
surface. Grant believes there are seme *significant rescurces® of lead and zine in
that area also. Grevity and acromagnetic studies made in the 1960%s brought oub
scme mining cempanies to check a mmber of areas vhere anomalies, {stmething irregu-
lar) exist.

®They saw this bil trench, the Midecontinent gravity apomely. It's a huge
trench that goes down through the State of Jowa and cones oul at Nebrasks and drops
on down to Iklahema. Itis a fossil-rift valley,” Gran® said.

Grant thinks Iowa's four northern tiers of countles have real mineral poten-
tial’ for lead, zinc iron and maybe copper. le specifically singled out the Waterloo
area as having potential for minerals.

Fron an article by Harrison Weber -~ laterloo Courler - 1=-25-79 vie Rock Talk
MODEST WEIGHT I1.0SS PLAN

If you drive from the north central JIowa town of Rlairsburg 40 miles east to
Wellsburg, your weight will drop about half an ounce. Unfortunately, if you return
to Blairsburg, you'll gain it back. The weight fluctuation results from the Mil-

tinent Gravit omaly, according to Robert Camichael, Associate Professor of
goology et the Universi% of Towa.
He says that more then a billion years ago the North mmerican continent tried

uneuceessfully to slip apert along e seam about 60 miles wide and 600 miles long
from Iake Superior southwest through Minnesote, Iowa, and into Nebraska. Hassive
amounts of woleanic rock were forcad into the sesm, he says, leaving a ‘grzat scar?
that now begins a few thousand feet beneath the surface and extends thoussnds of
feet farther down. Because the voleanic rock is demser than surrounding rock, it
exerts a greater gravity pull; hence, you weigh more than normel when standing over
it. Along the edges of the seam are troughs where less dense sedimentary rock fili-
ed in, Over those buried troughs, you weigh less than nemal. Gravity is measured
in milligals. The average gravitaticnal force at the earth's surface is 080,000
miliignls. Avound Wellsburg, the gravitational force is 95 milligals.below average.
Around Blairsburg, it's 65 milligalas ahove average.

The 160-milligel variation aceounts for a half-ounce wight loss for a 180-
pound person who travels from Blairsburg to Wellsburg., A heavier person would lose
glightly more, a lighter person, slightly less. A good javelin throw would fly
helf an inech farther in Wellsburg than in Blairsburg according to Carmichael.

Nowhere else in North Mmerica does the gravity force change that much in so
short a distance, Carmichael says. He is studying the encient rifi in the earth's
erust to gain a greater ability to prediet where earthquakes might oceur.

Fron University of Jowa Spectator, Dsecember 1978 — via Rock Talk.
304 3606 90 3 S R BB A RN X

The following srticle was written for "The Iimestone Ratiler® by uWm. (Bill)
McConnell of the Madison Couniy Reckhounds, Ine., Winterset, Yowa

At the February meeting of the Madison County Rock Club scmeone said scmething
abont Indians, and I said something about what I am now going to write about, and
was agked to tell what I had seen in an article for the Ratitlar.

I was driving in the vicinity just North of Merchal, Mimsouri, on Highway 41,
with very little reeson if any for being there and saw this sign Van Meter Stste
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{continued from previous page)

Park and was curious because of the same name as a near-by toun here in Iowa so drove
in. Upon entering the Park, there was a tiny emetery with a high well-constructed
stone wall around it. A bronze placque stated it was the family cemetery of the
Van Meter family who had come down from the North to help a tvibe of near-by Indians
who were having more problems than they could handle. I stayed sround there quite
a vhile and then drove up the hill a ways to the piecnic and camping area and was
directed on up to the top of the ridge where an Indian Village was being uncovered
by a group of college students.

An old barn considered to be one of the first built hed been burned dowm and
in cleaning up the debris a fiat stone, four or five feet scross, was uncovered.
In digging on down another foot or so about five flat stones standing sixteen or so
inches high were uncovered and they were evenly spaced arcund this large stcne.
Locating the botion of these stones and then spreading outward, a ring of ocld boneas
of game animals were found, snd this was the wall of their teepce cr vhatever it
was called., TFurther probing and digging had located several other plsces just like
the first one, evenly spaced and in a straight line. Stone blades for knives were
found with vhat had been stag horn handles, and seme still looked 1like stag horms.
It vas preserved so well. The knife blades were a lot more trus and sharper than
one would think poscible to get a piece of stome. Large bones of deer, ete., with
scara on them where they had been hit by the knives in getting off the flesh were
found. These were a tribe called Mississippian; they were unusually tall people.
The skeleton remains of & woman in the grave site in a building just built showed
here vith all her working tocls buried with her (bene needles, knives, etc.) and
it was six fect and one inch tall, perfectly preserved and undisturbed.

Back to their lodging sites —- it was about five feet from ground surfsce to
the floor of vhere they lived. I wonder - did they go that much below the groongd

to build or did the land raise up tbat much in the time between then and mow?
LRt L 2 R 2 2R 2 R T

SCIENTISTS FIND NEW TYPE CF ROCK IN METEORITE FCUND IN ANTARCTICA

Washington, D.C. (AP). A meteorite found in antarctica last winter has been
identified as the first of an entirely new class of space rock, the Naticnal Sciecncs
Foundation annotinced recently. The rare mecteocrite, one of hundreds of vell-preserve
ed samples recovered by a U.S.-Japanese expedition, is a type called achondrite.
Sariples of this general type comprise only about seven percent of all known meteor-
ites, Dr. Brian Mason, a curator in the Smithsonian Institution®s Mineral Seiences
Departmelit, sald the new meteorite has features in ecemon with two eclagses of skhone
drites ealled chassipnite and diagenite., ®In its mineralogy, the specimen I examin-
ed shows resenblsnces to these two classes, but its overall composition is signifi-
cantly different," said Mason,

Meteorites are chunks of stony or metallic material fram space that survive
the searing trip through earth?s atmosphere to strike the surface. Scientists be-
lieve they are remnants of the solar system®s formation 4.5 billion years ago and
may provide valusble clues to the origin of the planets. Achondrites bear a closer
resamblance to earth rocks, particularly igneous types, than a1l other meteorites.
The new specimen Masgon examined is composed of 55 percent olivine, 35 percent pyroxene
and eight percent maskelynite, Olivine and pyroxene are iron-magnesimm silicates
found extensively in earth rocks. Maskelynite is a form of the glassy mineral feld-
spar. Mason sald the conversion of feldspar to maskelynite had to have occurred in
space under greal pressures fram a tremendous shock. He speculated that the shock
must have come from the breakup of the meteorite fram o parent body, probably che of
the astercids in a belt between Mars and Jupiter. The meteorites found in Antarctica .
on the west side of Malflurdo Sound are thought to be the cleanest, best preserved
specimens ever recovered. The samples were pregerved under the ideal conditions of
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congtant cold and extremely dry air, which protected against erosion and chemical
reactions that destroy meteorites elsewhere. The new achordrite is the second ex-
trenely rare metecrite fragment to be classified this summer fram the Aataretic
cache, 1In Juns 1978 experts identified a Type II carbonaceous chondrite, one of
only about 16 kuown te exist in the world®s collection of several thousand meteor.
ites.

From Des Moines Register and given to The Nighna Valley Grindstone by
Harvey Cocklin

THE_SOLAR ECLIPSE

February 26, 1979 wiz the date of a spectacular show--the day of the total
eclipse in the Borthwest U.S. and Canads; and 83% total in Cedar Rapids. I stayed
outdoors vith it from start to fimish except to watch the live TV eoverage from
Helena, Montana. I was outdoors just before the start and made my owm observations
during the entire time, not only of the progress of the eclipse, but also of other
happenings. The light outdoors became more and more eerie as the eclipse progress-
ed., Shadows of branches and trees on the snov and on the back of the house beecame
more and more blurred., On the house, the shadows fram branches made a sort of
double inape, and in appearapce looked like branches of birch trees.

There was no glare fram the sun on the show. It was possible to look at the
snow wvithout having to turn away from the glare that would ordinmarily be there.

In the houge (when I came in to get warmed up or watch live coverage from the northe
west U.8. on TV), it proceeded to get darker and darker as though the sun wes
gottings this in spite of the fact that we have a large picture window to the south
and two bedrooms with south windows where the sunlight pours in on vinte$ days.
Concerning temperature, I noted a drop of two degrees at the 83% peak.

Before maximun coverage here in Cedar Rapids, watching the total eclipse on
TV live fron Helena was a thrilling experience. At the time of totality, the TV
gsoreen turned complotely dark--TV newamen in front of the camera eould not be seen
and the lights ia Helema could be seen caming on. A large gathering of people,
nmany grouped around canpfired, on s mountain in Montaha, cheered when the sun be-
came totally coversd. Soveral people were interviewsd and expressed how thrilled
they were to have witnessed this spectacular show. It vas a never-to-be-forgotten
experience to see the diamond ring effect, "Bailey's Beads and the Coronge——awe-
inspiring phenonena that occur during a total eclipse. Newsmen covering the "show®
were also thrilled by these events.

Even 83% of totality is awe-inspiring. I have watched the partial eclipses
of 1932 (vhich was 70%), 1954 and 1972, These all oecourved in the smwmer months.
1% was interesting to note the progress of those of 154 amd 72 by watching patierns
of light on the side of the house made by the sun shining through openings smcngst
the leaves in the trees. Ordinmarily, these are circular patches of light, but
during an eclipse the pattern becomes a ereascent squal to the amount of sun left
uncovered by the moon. I did not attempt too hard to locate the planet Vemms during
this 1979 eclipse, though I have tracked it all day even on sunny, cloudlese days
since it is visible during daylight hours at the right time of year.

By being in the back yard all morning on February 26th, where the birds feed
all day at the feecers at the house, I was reslly disturbing them. I did not sce
any attempt by these birds to roost during the eclipse. However, the dogs in the
neighborhood, of which there are many, barked continuounsly that morning; since
they do a great deal of barking anyway, it would be hard to say if it was just one
of those barking days or if they were really umnsually "disturbed.®

by Gladys Zobac
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CORRECTIONS FOR THE 1979 DIRECTORY:

CREDENTIALS COMMITTEE:

Reder Rd., Griffith, IN. 46319

1979 DIRECTORY DISTRIBUTED: YOURS SHOULD HAVE BEEN RECEIVED

The 1979 MWF Directory has been completed and by now your club should have their two free copies. These are
sent to the person designated on the information sheet to receive Federation Mail. It is up to that person to see that the
Directories are given to the right people or placed in the club library or otherwise made available to the club members.

Our thanks to all the people who filled out and sent in information forms! A special thanks to those who sent them
in early, and those who completely spelled out city names (sometimes a common local abbreviation can be confusing).

Please check your club’s listing in the green pages, your show/event listing in the Calender, and your MWF committee
listing -- if it is not correct, please let me know. Diane Dare, Directory Chairman, 747 E. Blackford Ave., Evansville, IN

The following information was received after the Directory went to press.

Mrs. Esther (Robert) Mullaly, 30018 Dawson St., Garden City, MI. 4813
Asst. Mrs. Ethel Becker, 558 Southbrook Dr., Kirkwood, MO. 63122

Asst. Mrs. Iris (Dean) Riely, 7030 Brantford Rd., Dayton, OH 45414

Asst. Miss Susan Jolene Taylor, 910 New Hampshire St., Lincoln, NE. 68508

JUNIOR ACTIVITIES: Correct Zip for Virginia Popp is 60618
LONG RANGE PLANNING: Chairman is Howard Taylor. Assts. are Hazel Kuntz, and Past President Paul Good, 1029

PROGRAM REQUESTS: Correct Zip for Ervin Moser is 49639
BOUNDARY COMMITTEE: Calvin George, 5 - S. 144 Webster, Naperville, L. 60540
NOMINATING COMMITTEE: Mark Harris, 607 Marion Drive, Columbia, MO 65201

MIDWEST SHOW PROMISES
TO BE OUTSTANDING

The host clubs of the Midwest Convention, scheduled for
the Columbus, Ohio Veterans Memorial Auditorium, August
2-5 have made some of the most extensive, original and ex-
cellent plans ever made for a top flight show. The Colum-
bus Rock and Mineral Society, the Good Earth Mineral So-
ciety and the Rockwell International Gem and Mineral Club
have spared no effort or expense in preparing for one of the
most complete and memorable shows ever seen.

Hundreds of displays are expected, including exhibits
from many major museums and universities, and to spur
competition there are innovative new classes. Cash awards
will be made for the best single mineral, and fossil, and ar-
tifact, all self collected, and for the best single piece of
hand crafted jewelry, and original lapidary work. Qualified
and experienced judges are assured for all classes. The
speakers list reads like the Who's Who of the twin worlds
of earth science and lapidary art. Continuous programs will
include movies, slides, lectures, panel discussions, seminars

and demonstrations. Topics covered will be varied and com-
prehensive, from the oldest in Ohio archeology finds to the
newest fake gems, from well known fossils to the mysteries
of radiation, from field trips to metalcraft. No special inter-
est has been neglected.

Auctions, swaps, meetings, and a banquet with an impor-
tant and entertaining speaker are also on the crowded 4 day
schedule. Even the printed souvenir programs are of excep-
tional interest.

Columbus is the beautiful Capital of Ohio, situated on
the Scioto and Olentangy Rivers. Accomodations of all
price ranges are readily accessible. For more information
please write Show Chairman Carlton Davis, 2452 Buckley
Dr., Columbus, Ohio 43220.

JERRY HUBER

We have just learned of the death of Jerry Huber, Hoyt
Lakes, Minn. Jerry served as Assistant State Representative
for Minnesota during 1965-66. He was the Midwest Trea-
surer two years, 1966-67 and 1967-68.

COLUMBUS CALLING ... MIDWEST SHOW AND CONVENTION ... AUG. 2-5, 1979 ... COLUMBUS, OHIO




New program

“The Fossil Story’ is the name of our newest
program; with 59 slides depicting fossils, locations,
basics on their history. The author, Arlene Buehler,
the immediate past Michigan State Director, says
she uses this with her high school talks, but many
adults would enjoy this also. An excellent follow
up would be ““Michigan Alpena County Fossils - 89
slides.”

Send your request for this program, and all others,
to Donald Stinnett, 29462 Aspen Drive, Flat Rock, Ml
48134. Remember, there is no charge for the use of
any Midwest program.

SCHOLARSHIP FOUNDATION SELECTS
HONORARY AWARD WINNER FOR MIDWEST

The AFMS Scholarship Foundation has selected Dr.
Dwayne D. Stone of Marietta College, Ohio as the Honorary
Award Winner from the Midwest Federation for the year.
There will be ten scholarships awarded this year to students
working on advanced degrees in one of the Earth Sciences.
It will be Dr. Stone’s responsibility to select the three who
will be chosen from this federation’s territory. Fossil ex-
hibitors and collectors are well aware of the great contribu-
tion to our hobby that Dr. Stone has made since he started
judging competitive exhibits in 1967. His wideranging
knowledge and meticulous attention to detail has helped
every serious collector in the federation.

NEW TROPHIES FOR MIDWEST
FEDERATION EXHIBITORS

At the Midwest Federation Show this August in Colum-
bus, Ohio there will be several new trophies available to be
earned by competitive exhibitors. All of the trophies -
awarded by the AFMS will have Midwest counterparts. See
Part 1V page 53 of the Uniform Rules Book for a listing of
these 25 catagories. In addition we will continue to have
the Midwest trophies for Self-collected Fossils as well as one
for Archeology.

DR. ELLWOOD T. REES
ACTING AFMS PRESIDENT

Dr. Ellwood T. Rees, Executive Vice President of the AFMS,
has assumed the duty of Acting President of AFMS. Dr. Rees
lives in Twin Falls, Idaho, with his wife ‘Freddie’ and is well
known in the Federation. He is well qualified to assume this
position. He has contacted the present committee chairman
and has requested they continue to serve in their various cap-

acities.

SCHOLARSHIP

In order to save time and errors, our Midwest Scholarship
Chairman, Katharine Steinbrenner, would appreciate it when
you send scholarship checks or write for scholarship infor-
mation that you be sure to include the name of your club
and the number of members in your club. Address all your
correspondence and send all your checks directly to Kathar-
ine Steinbrenner, 2813 Patricia Drive, Des Moines, lowa
50322

NOTES FROM THE SUPPLY CHAIRMAN

The AFMS approved Reference List of Lapidary Material
Names, better known as “Gem List”’, Fourth Edition, 1978,
off-white in color, is available at a tentative price of 75c, plus
postage and handling. Postage on a single copy is 20c, so the
price of one copy would be 95c¢ total. However, seven copies
can be mailed to a single address for 50c. Thus, seven copies
would be $5.75.

The 1977 edition of the Uniform Rules, blue cover, are
available free. Four copies can be mailed to a single add-
ress for a 50c postage and handling charge. These books are
not valid after December 31, 1979.

The AFMS Exhibitors Manual is now out of print. This
manual is to be revised and reprinted at some later date.

The above items can be ordered from Clinton Heckert,
725 Stewart Ave., Elgin, IL 60120. Please include check
with order in the correct amount. Do not ask for shipments
in July as Clinton is on vacation.

ELLIS COURTER, AFMS PRESIDENT, DIES

Ellis W. Courter, our American Federation President, died
March 21 in Providence Hospital, Southfield, Mich. Ellis suf-
fered a heart attack last summer in Butte, Montana while on
a vacation trip that was to take him to Pleasanton, Calif. for
the AFMS annual convention in July. After several weeks
hospitalization in Butte he returned home. However, his
heart condition made it impossible for him to survive when
he contracted pneumonia.

Ellis is survived by his wife Clara, a daughter Kay Borough,
of near Detroit, a son Gerald W. of Georgia, and nine grand-
children.

He served as President of the Michigan Mineralogical Soc-
iety for two years and was editor of the official publication
of that society, ““The Conglomerate’’ for ten years. He ser-
ved the Midwest Federation in several capacities and was
elected its President in 1968. He became a Regional Vice
President of the AFMS in 1974 and progressed through the
chairs to his election as its President in 1978.

PICK AND DOP STICK PUBLICATION

The Pick and Dop Stick of Chicago published a useful
list of mineral publications available for lllinois and its neigh-
bor states, taken from the most helpful nationwide list made
by A.E. Smith and D.R. Cook for the January-February Min-
eralogical Record.
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I recieved égééﬁﬁﬁét VAL PARTA has had an eye tramsplent., He was in the
hospital for quite & long time bubt is home now and con gce some. Hee almo
said he misses the club meetings and hopes he oan.a&&and again,

HELEN TRQXEL ien's féeling véry well, arthritis she aayé. Net bedfagi
but cant? get..out . and about much gnd would appreciate calls from members,

MEBRILL & LAVONNE GROVE are finally home from Aviz, I8 it warm enough
for you here {oday? he temperature is 85° as I type this; How hot do
you like it? WelcOme Homel _

GERRY KYSILKA hed tebived from hev job at Parmers Spete Banl after works -
ing there 15 years. She hzd her tvaveling plons so lope she &8 having &
good time.Is if trus she left wou home, Joe? ichdn 8 3 '

DON SHAW got iiems Prom the hospital for 2 deys, gob siok and is back in .
St, Lultes agdin; Room 315. Hope you're feeling betier and can get back
home egain soon, Don. 1 AU g ¢ L

I haven't had.mich mows eboub members this month, everyone nush Be busy
or rock hunting, well anyway I hopa. ) L i
R e *ﬁf&%ﬁ%ﬁﬁ%&*ﬁ%}%%ﬁ%%ﬂ%%’

Here's the Wfﬁﬁﬁﬁ

3 the poetry contest at the Waterico, Blockhawic Gem =
& Mineral Club: L oty Wy _ j SN st

" IzPs WEVER 70O IaTE
I joined Bob Jenk's lapidary class,
At the age of fifty-pine.
It seemed the time would guickly pass
And our projects turned out fine,
But hed I known it was such fun |
20 tuvn oulb gems one by onre,
I would have staried long before
- To enjoy our hobby more.
S0, in this poem, I'd like to state,
If you want to learn, it’s never too labe,
- Lillian Kunipp

-

Al by, Pugoct G, G # i

3
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LITHOGRAPH CITY. .from IOWA INSIDE OUT by Herbd Hake via ROCK TALK

In 1910, e geologist discovered some wnusuall stone along the Cedar River
in the northern pert of Floyd County, Iowa. Laboratory tests convinced
him that it was the seme kind of porous limestone which was bellieved
to exist omly in Bavaria. Lithography, the method of printing pictures
from stone, had originabed in Burope, but it had been adopied iu America
%o replace the eumbersome process of printing pictures from woedouts or
gstesl emgravings. In 1914, the geologlst declded to bulld a town whers
he could propare and market the Iowa stone for lithograph work, World
War I had begun in Burope, and Bavarican stone could not be imported atb
any price. By 1913, a thriving community had been bullt, fourtesn miles

northwest of Charles City, and the stoue polishing plant was in full

" operation,

But a stroke of fote suddeniy cut off the bright hopss of Lithogfraph
City. Shortly after the town began to prosper, printers discovered that
zine and copper could be used for printing pictures by a process known
as photoengraving., The demand for lithograpn etone collapsed, and ILith. .
ograph City died complebely. Its existence was so brief that it dian't |
even have time to eStablish a post office. ' g

There is only an empty f£ield on the site of Lithograph City today. Ehe
town was literally plowed umder, , .

©egengToABM ‘Jou;m"tasqs touoqsemyT ‘opUeTq
_ =uz0y “e%raﬁd yeasas ‘sogqonoos ‘seqoTosz 933183000 _
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