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CEDAR VALLEY ROCKS AND MINERALS SOCIETY

CEDAR RAPIDS, IOWA

This corporation 1s organized for the purpose of studying the earth
sciences of Mineralogy and the Arts of Lapidary and Geology.
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BOARD MEMBERS

Ray Shedenhelm 2111 Chandler St.SW
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Jim Dickens

335 27th Ave. SW
2739 2nd Ave.SE
531 30th St., SE

COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS

Membership Helen Shedenhelm 2111 Chandler St.SW

Hospltallty Frances Bates

Telephone/

Publicity/ Ora Mae Cozart
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Supply
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CLUB MEETINGS

Don Bates
Pat Blin

Rodney Douglas

LaVonne Grove

Helen Troxel

BOARD MEETINGS

CLUB DUES

2739 2nd Ave. SE
2117 High Dr, SE
2739 2nd Ave. SE
505 5th Ave.,

1024 18th St.

700 35th St., #309

525 Valley Brook Dr,

Cedar

Hiawatha, Iowa

Cedar

Marion, Iowa

Cedar

Marion, Iowa

Cedar

Cedar
Cedar
Cedar
Cedar

Cedar
Cedar

Cedar
Cedar

Marion, IOwa
Marion, Iowa
Marion, Iowa

SE

377-1641
393-7193
362-5530
377-2839
366-6012
377-3339
365-3451

Rapids, Ia,
Rapids,Ia.
Raplds.Ia.
Rapids, Ia.

Rapids,Ia. 365-3089
Rapids,Ia. 362-7080
Rapids,Ia. 366-6012
Rapids, IA.363-7693

Rapids,Ia. 365-3089
Rapids,Ia, 366-6012

Rapids, Ia.362-3471

Rapids,la. 366-6012
377-3339
377-5160
377-3614

C.R., Ia. 365-3451

Third Wednesday of each month except June, July, August
and December- 7:30 PM - REC Building, Marion, Iowa

Fourth Wednesday of each month except June, July and
August - 7:30 PM

Due and payable Januaty 1st of each year.

Regular Membership- $6.00 per adult couple; $4.00 per
single adult; $6.00 per family membership.

Junior Membership- $3.00 per junior member (a junior
member is anyone under 18 years of age)

Associate membership- $4,00 (assoclate members receive
the club bulletins but may not vote or hold office)

Persons Jjoining during the year will pay dues to the
nearest quarter,



CEDAR VALLEY GEMS
CEDAER VALISY ROCKS AND MINERALS SOCIETY
CEDAR RAPIDS, ITOWA

CALENDAR OF EVENTS ' JAN,, 1978
JanCifsa—Pteid [d Trip to Des Moines vel. 5, isaue 5
Jan, L 8e-=dan, ne%zng ~ rage 1
Ten. 2€--~1978 Show Meeting
h JANUARY MEETING
P - TN i '
£ fof »\md kied. Jan. L8th, 7:30 pin
| 3

REC building in Marion

T "'7 ":}
";’L’A/ \jv ; -—-\L.’“))rag 197? Show slides

thing you have made this winter, or reclieved as a
, 4l gift or any new book about rocks you have read or
71771071 plan to read this winter.
- ool s iy

E;:“.lj{ji Display table-Pleaze bring a cab, Jjewelry or scme-

£

The program will be slides of the 1977 Show taken by Mike Blln. We
will discuss the cases and arrangement, labels, cclora of the back-
ground, etc. Also need some help identifing a2 few cases, Hopefully
evervone is starting tc think about their case for the 1978 Show,ec
bring vour questions about cases and displaylng and present them to
our panel of experis. Cuests are always welcome.

FIELD TRIP..JANUARY 15th, SUNDAY, LEAVING AT 8500 i M. —lgtiig

Ve nave recisved an invitation Trom the Central Yows %ﬁne e | oooicry
ard Drake U, %o attend an Open House on Sundayﬁ Jan. 153th,1978 from
1:00 pm te 5:00 pm in the Harvey Ingham Hall, 28th dﬂd Forest,D. M.,
Iowa. This Open Hcuse is being held in honor of the showing of the
Halvar R, Straight Collecticn in its new lccation. Your MNWF newsletter
in this issue has an article which will tell you more.

We will leave at 5:00 A.M., If you wish to go with the group the meet-
place will be 2nd ﬁve East, in front of the Memorial Colosseum.

We plan to vigit the Iowa Historical Muesum as scon as we arrive, they
have & large collection of Iowa rocks. Plans are to have a lunch at a
quick.focd place and attend the Open House in the aiterncon. 1f you
nave any questions or could take a Pebble pup with you please call
Helen Troxel - 365.3451.

1978 SHOW MEETING --Sunday. Jan. 22, 1:30 PM,MARION COMHUNITY CENTER

Plans for the 1978 MWF Show and Convention ars moving along nicely.
Many exhibits, programs and demonstirations are already sigoed up; wit
still lots of letters standing out and many more being sent. We have

a full complement of wholesalers and dealers. We gtill have a Tew
committees neseding a chalirperson to head them and we need lots of help
for our chaarpecple. Why don't YOU get your name on trhe list to help,
or bve alt our next Show meeting on Jan, 22ud at 1:30. Many of cur
members have gone south for the winter so there will be a chair for
J0U and YOU and YOUi!!! Pleass come and bring your idsas.

MARION COMMUNITY CENT Eli, on the corner of 7th 8t. and 10th Ave.,ge

north on 7th at Country Kitchen. Norman Brown, Show Ch..
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SECRETARY"Z REPORT = DECEMBER BOARD MEETING

The Cedar Valley Rocks and Minerails Society met Wednesday Decenber
13, 1977, 7:3n P.M. with Larry and Betty DeSctel.

The meeting vas called to order by President Larry nNeSotel.

Treasurer Marian Peters nresented biils for $31.00 from the editor.
Non Bates nresented a'bhill for $67. for the swawn.

Marian Peters presented a bill for $R.00 for the deposit box.

Don Bates made a motion that the bills be vaid. Bill Myers seconded.
The motion carried. '

Don RBates remorted on his investigations regarding insurance for the
show. His company states each exhibit must be covered incivicually.
An inventory would be required. The cost would run about $5. per
$1000, valuation. [lis comoany suggests that each individual, and/or
museum would probkably carry their own insurance.

It was decided to contact former MWF Show Chairmen to see how they had
handisd the insurance. Other members will check on their insurance
company ‘s policy on shows of this type.

Under old business, the possibility of a swap for 78 was discussed.
No decisions wvere made.

Alberta Cray read an article about the "Fossils™ magazine from Rocks-
hound Record, an exchange builetin. (A synopsis of this articile
will be found following the minutes.)

Larry DeSotel read a letter from Lavonne Grove concerning our Con=
stitution and By-Laws. The letter enumerated several of the by lavs
that need to be clarified, some that are not being enforced and pei-
hans should be dropped. Each of the by-laws were discussed. More
work will be done on the by-laws. It is planned to make a copy
available to each member when the study is completed. This may not

be ready until soring.

Alberta toid of uncoming classes at the University of Icwa which
might be of interest to members. ( An outline of these classes will
be nrinted in a separate article following the minutes.) ,

Truman reported he had had a check-up lMonday, Dec. 12, and things
are looking good.

The meeting was adjourned.

Betty served us a regular smorgasbord of goodies - including home
made ice cream. Mmm muum was that ever goodil

Resvectfully submitted
Alberta Crav,; Secretary
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*FOSSILS" Magazine

This information comes to us via Rockhound Record, which was
mailed to us by the Artmans, associate members, who are wintering in
Arizona.

One of the members of the Mineralogical Society of Arizona
phoned the company. He learned that they are having serious finan-
cial problems, but are making every effort to keep it going. They
must first pay off their creditors, and send letters of explanation
to their subscribers.

“Tt was their intentions in the beginning to put out a high gual-
ity magazine, with no advertising. But time proved to them this was
not possible and they are finding it necessary to go the advertising
route. But to do so with some degree of dignity. In other words
have the advertising in the beginning and at the end of the magazine
so the basic continuity will not be interrunted.

In the meantime, issue # 2 is in the making, supposedly better
iooking than # 1. Hopefully, it will be out within 8 months. From
then on they will make every effort to print one issue per year un-
til they can come up with their original intentions of four issues
per yearo.

For those who were to receive the Periodic¢ Chart, it should be
forthcoming around the holidays.

At nresent they are not accepting any more subscriptions and
for those who have already subscribed, theu hove to fulfili their
obligation of eventually sending them their full number of issues."

CLASSES = UNIVERSITY OF TOWA

HISTORICAL GEOLOGY will meet at 7:00 P.M. Tuesday evenings starting
January i7. The 1nstructors will be James Barrick and Thomas Broad-
head.

The evolution of Iowaand the North American continent, survey of
fossil piant and animal grouns are two of the areas that will be
studied. Several laboratory reriods will vprovide an opportunity for
examination of specimenz. One all day field trip to southeastern
Iowa will be arranged.

CEMOLOGY will meet at 7:00 P.M. Wednesday #venings starting January
18, George McCormick will be the instructor.

*Overall survey of origin, properties, and exploitation of gems.
Techniques of utilizing rhysical nroperties such as color, specific
gravity, hardness, crystallography, and optical behavior for identif-
ication of gem materials."

Class limited to 20 people.
(Turn to next vage for more class information)
"If you can't hold your tongue, maybe you've lost grip®
"One thing about silence is that it can't be repeated.”

Compiiments of Dr. Harry E, Raplus
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There are several reiated classes being offered - all on Tuesday (A“
evening excent for one on Saturday.

ANTHROPOLOGY will meet at 7:00 P.M. starting Tuesday, January 17.
The course will comprise an introduction toc man*s physical ev-
olution and culture history. Focus will be on the origins and devel-

opment of man and society.

INTRODUCTION TO METALWORKING AND JEWELRY (same time as above) will
emphasize basic principles of design as well as the working qualities
of metal in the <onstruction of metal objects. Various forming and
surface enrichment techniques wiil be explored through methods of
fabrication and casting.

ADVANCED METALSMITHING (Coppersmithing Workshop) will meet 1:30 =
4330 starting January 14 and will meet on Saturdays.

This course will explore the art of coppersmithing in its trad-
itional and contemporary applications. Emphasis will be on the mak.
ing of raised and sesmed vessels, but sculptuival forms will also be

possible.

BOTANY Undoubtedly the Botany course, PLANT PROPAGATION is the
most distantly related to rocks and minerals of all of these classes.

However, a xnovwiedge of plant life has a very definite tie to the

fossil plants. ,
The course will meet Tuesday evenings., and will provide the (‘\

student with iecture and laboratory experiences about the different ~

kinds of plants (ferns, orchids, house plants, shrubs, and trees)

and the various methnds by which these plants can be propagated.

Cermination of seeds. and spores, rooting of cuttings, and the tech-

niques of grafting will be done by the student.

Remember all of these classes start before our next meeting.
With our big show coming up ., this might be a good time to get some

education about our hobby.
All of these are credit courses if you are working tovard a de-

gree.
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Sgatap hittler

AS all of you who attended the Christmas pariy know we have a master .
whittler{that what he says he does},T.J. Bamsell had to slack off cutt
ting rocks due to his illness 80 he has Dbeen whittling. He has made
Fancy, delicate chains, pliers that work, little cages that swivel ang
contain rabbits and balls, all connected with chians. Beally amazing

how angone could whittle like that and T.J, does it with surgical skill.

Sclentists report that a singie oyster can produce 100,000,000 eggs in

a seasomn. Thats a lot of eggs; bub, if a gingle oyster can produge that =,

many, think what a married oyster can do. (v)
From the Geode,via Blue Ridge Gem
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THINGS YOU SHOULD KNOW ABOUT TURQUOISE (continued)

very thin veinz or seams, which would otherwise be lost. Still another
reason for backing is to create a flat surface so thesione can be p wp-
erly seated in a bezel setting. Other complexities of bturquolse cutting
also dictate the use of backing o cut stones properly. A good, honest
cutter will not back his stones, if' they de not require it.

The price Varation in turquoise is tremendocus. Stones vary frum a few
pennies a carat to many dollars psr carat, Unless one is most fortunafe
very cheap stones represent a poor buy. As in everything, quality com-
mand a higher price. To satisf{y the desires and pocketbock of all cust--
omers, we generally carry stones in all price ranges but seldom get be-
low 30--50¢ per carat. As a general rule, but again not always true,
stabllized stones ‘sell for less than the squivalent in natural,

In the final analysis the most desirable turqueise color and patiern

ig a matter of personal preference., Turguoise can vary from light green
to dark blue, Every hue and cembination of colors, patterns, and matrix:
is possible. In some the material can be a so0lid coleor. One of the fasc-
inations of turquoise is the very fact of variety in the sitones and is
probably responsible in large measure for its perennial popularity,

Another popular misconceptlon is that a specific mine produces only
one type of stone;, This is not the case--in reality each mine provides
a substantial variety of stone and this often leads to much confusion.
Wle have not met anyone yet who can consistently tell where a stone
comes from although there are anumber who believe they have this abil-
ity. There are very few turquocise experts.

By Nature Arts Company,7136 Stetson Drive, Scottsdale, Arizona-85251

Phone (602) 994-4714
Artlcle contrinuted by Helen Troxelo

ATTENTTON ALL ROCKHOUND PHOTOGRAPHERS!!!i11111 Ko a5 e

ek A\~

Heres a contest for you or the club, From the AFMS Newsletter Nov.1977

I have the complete rules for the AFMS Slide Program Contest for 1978A
The deadline for entry is APRIL 30, 1978.

A Sllde program is made up of slldes and a script. The secript is nar.-
rated as sildes are shown, so as to convey a message ©o the viewer,

Any club, or a mamber or a club, which is a member of a federation
IN the Amorican Bederation, is eligible to enter a slide program in
thils contest.

There will be a2 $100.00 prize for the winner in each of the three cl-
asses,

lc Educgtional. Covering geology, minerals or fossils.

2. Collecting slites of importgnee for minerals or fossils.. Thiz should

cover some of the geology of the area, the collecting, the minersls or
fossils found at the site, plus anything eise about the area whnich

would be of intarest to a .c 1lec§
aft nrk How>toidorit) Cover ng lapidary techniques, jewelry design,

AetaTaoEL ing,ete,
If you woa;d 1ike to read the rest of the rules I have them--L., Blin
























